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John tells us that we have all received grace upon grace from the fullness of
Jesus. Now, there are countless ways that Jesus showers His favor and blessing
upon us, but the Lord’s Supper is one of the most significant. In this Holy
Communion we receive the life, salvation, glory, and blessings of Jesus’ body and
blood. He is the one in whom all life is found, and He gives that life to us each and
every week at this Table.
If you’ve been baptized into Christ and are seeking to live faithfully and
obediently for Him, you are invited to partake of this feast that our gracious God
has provided for us. These are the gifts of God for the people of God.
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Ever since the Second Great Awakening, it’s become customary for many
evangelical churches to have an “altar call” at the end of the service so that
people can respond to the message. In that sort of setting, the focus is on what
you are going to do for God. The pressure is on to do something right then and
there.
But ever since the earliest days of the church, God’s people have practiced a very
different sort of altar call—the call to come to the altar of the Lord to commune
with him. We have an important role in worship, but the invitation that Jesus
gives us each week is not primarily an invitation for you to come and do anything
for God. The call to worship and especially the invitation to the Lord’s Table each
week is to come and receive the gifts of salvation, life, glory, and peace that Jesus
has already secured for us. There’s plenty to do in the Christian life, but the
whole point of worship is to receive God’s blessings so that we can take them
with us out into the world and share them with others.
So the altar call today is that same as it is every week: come and receive the gifts
of our generous God. Taste and see that the Lord is good. Rest in the gracious
provision of God so that you can then go and share them with others in service.

